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Celebrate Pennsylvania’s 342nd Birthday with Display of William 
Penn’s Charter and Free Admission to PA Trails of History Sites and 

Museums 
 

Harrisburg, PA – The Pennsylvania Historical & Museum Commission (PHMC) will celebrate 
the commonwealth’s 342nd birthday on Sunday, March 12, with a rare display of William Penn’s 
original charter at The State Museum of Pennsylvania in Harrisburg and free admission to many 
of the historic sites and museums along the Pennsylvania Trails of History.   
 
Pennsylvania was created when England’s King Charles II granted a charter to William Penn in 
1681. Once each year, the Pennsylvania State Archives exhibits the original document for a 
limited time at The State Museum of Pennsylvania. The 342-year-old Charter is written on 
parchment using iron gall ink. The State Archives preserves the document in a high-security 
vault, shielding it from strong light and environmental fluctuations.  
 
Admission to The State Museum is free on Charter Day, Sunday, March 12 only, and includes 
visits to the Planetarium, the Curiosity Connection and galleries. Free timed tickets are required 
for the Planetarium and the Curiosity Connection. Quantities are limited.  
 
The Penn Charter will remain on display at the museum until 1:00 PM, Friday, March 17, when 
the documents will be returned to the vault for another year.  
 
In addition to programming at The State Museum, many historic sites and museums along the 
Pennsylvania Trails of History will offer free admission on Sunday, March 12.   
 
Participating historic sites and museums include:   
 

• Brandywine Battlefield Park, Chadds Ford 
• Bushy Run Battlefield, Jeannette 
• Conrad Weiser Homestead, Womelsdorf 
• Cornwall Iron Furnace, Cornwall 
• Daniel Boone Homestead, Birdsboro 
• Drake Well Museum, Titusville 
• Eckley Miners’ Village, Weatherly 
• Ephrata Cloister, Ephrata 
• Fort Pitt Museum, Pittsburgh  
• Graeme Park, Horsham 
• Joseph Priestley House, Northumberland 
• Landis Valley Village & Farm Museum, Lancaster  
• Pennsbury Manor, Morrisville  
• Pennsylvania Anthracite Heritage Museum, Scranton 
• Pennsylvania Lumber Museum, Ulysses  

http://www.patrailsofhistory.com/
http://www.phmc.state.pa.us/portal/communities/documents/1681-1776/pennsylvania-charter.html
http://brandywinebattlefield.org/
https://bushyrunbattlefield.com/
http://www.conradweiserhomestead.org/
https://www.cornwallironfurnace.org/
https://www.thedanielboonehomestead.org/
https://www.drakewell.org/
http://eckleyminersvillage.com/
https://ephratacloister.org/
https://www.heinzhistorycenter.org/fort-pitt/
https://www.graemepark.org/
http://www.josephpriestleyhouse.org/
https://www.landisvalleymuseum.org/
http://www.pennsburymanor.org/
http://www.anthracitemuseum.org/
http://lumbermuseum.org/


• Pennsylvania Military Museum, Boalsburg 
• Railroad Museum of Pennsylvania, Strasburg 
• Somerset Historical Center, Somerset 

 
For more information on the Penn Charter exhibit at The State Museum visit 
www.statemuseumpa.org  
 
The Pennsylvania Trails of History comprises museums and historic sites administered by the 
Pennsylvania Historical & Museum Commission, organized along four theme-based “trails” 
crossing the commonwealth: Military History, Industrial Heritage, Historic Homes, and Rural 
Farm & Village.  
 
The Pennsylvania Historical & Museum Commission is the official history agency of the 
Commonwealth of Pennsylvania. Learn more by visiting PHMC online or following us on 
Facebook, Twitter, Instagram or LinkedIn.  
 
MEDIA CONTACT: Howard Pollman, 717-705-8639 
 
 
 
 
  
 
  
 
 
 
  
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

https://www.pamilmuseum.org/
https://rrmuseumpa.org/
http://www.somersethistoricalcenter.org/
http://www.statemuseumpa.org/
http://www.patrailsofhistory.com/
https://www.phmc.pa.gov/Pages/default.aspx
https://www.facebook.com/PATrailsofHistory/
https://twitter.com/PHMC
https://www.instagram.com/patrailsofhistory/
https://www.linkedin.com/company/pennsylvania-historical-and-museum-commission/

